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The Easter Bunny is visiting the Simpson Railroad 

 Come on out March 27th & 28th from 10am until 4 pm and visit the Easter Bunny. Our 

Easter Bunny Special features a ride on the Simpson Railroad around the sort yard loop. That ride 

includes a stop to visit the Easter bunny and hunt for eggs that have been hidden for the kids. 

Much like our past events this event is family friendly and fun for all ages. Enter at the Stillwater 

Industrial Park middle entrance at 10138 W Shelton Matlock Road (approx. mile post 10). Signs 

will direct you to the parking area just inside the gate. All eggs contain candy/toys and a few even 

have a special prize. All the funds raised go towards expanding our public events and bringing full 

scale scenic and holiday train rides to Shelton and the Simpson railroad. While on the ride we ask 

you to please remain seated and observe state of Washington mask regulations. Please note our 

trailer car is covered but is open air (no windows) and the Easter egg hunt is outdoors so please 

dress for the weather.  

Upcoming event  
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Working on Coach 1212  
 We had mentioned in our December newsletter there was to be a concentrated effort to get ex 

G.N. Empire Builder coach 1212 into service to start off 2021. Well that has started. First we have 

removed the first of the two layers of floor overlay that were put on when it was in non-railroad use. 

This included the removal of the steam heat grill along the floor. Now that those grills are removed 

the vinyl baseboard trim that was added will need to be removed and grills cleaned and repaired  for 

eventual reinstallation.  One slight surprise was found during this process.  A piece of the first over-

lay was loosened to see what was under it to see what lies ahead for us. What we found was the  

original flooring (to when it was last in GN service) was still intact. A bit dirty and worn this helps 

us greatly as it will  save us in both time and expense from having to get  new flooring  to get the 

car in service.  With that done the next step was removing the side French door and sheet metal 

flashing that had been attached to the roof of the car. Those features were added during it days as a 

diner and store space and need to be repaired for it be returned to service. New side sheet  material 

has been obtained and is on site ready to be welded in place once weather cooperates.   

Continued next page 

Above: Pete pries up floor overlay working his 

way from the blind end of the car.  

Right: Nick working his way from the men’s 

bathroom area into the main seating section 
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Working on Coach 1212 continued.  

  Surface prep for the cars interior will be ongoing the next couple months which may be the 

most labor intensive part needed to return the car to service.  This includes removal of light fixture 

lenses, window trim, shades and other parts. Once that is done the long task of surface prep begins. 

Sanding  smooth surfaces to be painted, removal of failed paint, removal of wall paper on the ceiling 

and anything else needed to repaint the cars interior. Our mission is that of logging and lumber indus-

try preservation on the Olympic Peninsula  not  that of  passenger car 

restoration. With that being said we are going to the efforts to pre-

serve and restore the car to an in service appearance as it would have 

been for GN as good museum practice.  That effort already has in-

cluded purchasing of proper era correct coach seats and matching in-

terior color. Work parties on coach 1212 are on going.  Drop us a 

message on Facebook or email us thru our website if you are interest-

ed in helping put this car in service.  

Left: Original floor ing hiding un-

der the overlays.  

Below: Steam heat gr ills removed  

Right: Josh & Nick look at the hole 

in the car after the French door was 

removed.  Now they have to fill it in.  
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Archive Project 
 Preserving a railroad is more than just pre-

serving a right of way with rails and ties.  Pre-

serving its history, its purpose, what is was like, 

and the dedicated people who made it all happen 

is just as important as an operating Railroad. 

When the Shelton roundhouse closed to railroad 

activity the PRLM stepped in and moved many 

railroad related items. Amongst the first items  

preserved was the remaining Simpson Railroad 

filing cabinets. Those cabinets were full of railroad 

operations records, communications with suppliers 

and contractors, equipment maintenance records and 

manuals along with a variety of other items. Those 

full filing cabinets were locked away for safe keeping 

until one day when those records could be cataloged 

scanned and preserved. Continued next page  
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 Well that one day has arrived. Museum member and 

volunteer Pete Panos has taken on the labor intensive 

task of cataloging, scanning and placing those records 

in dry safe storage, where they will wait to be housed 

in a museum building of our own one day. Those doc-

uments and records are now considered historic arti-

facts, just like locomotive #900 although not as large 

or heavy. As historic documents they need to be pre-

served and cared for. To give you an idea of the work 

Pete has taken on is each item is cataloged then 

scanned to create a visual record which creates a way 

to access those documents for historical research with 

out damaging the artifact itself. In our future museum 

facility these paper artifacts will be kept in archival 

storage and used to help create displays and educa-

tional materials as well as preserving history. Com-

bined with a large artifact, like a locomotive, they will 

help tell a story that helps visitors understand the roll 

the Simpson Railroad had, what its purpose was,  how 

it operated, and the people who made it all happen.  

The Peninsular Railway & Lumbermen’s Museums strives to be more than just another heritage 

railroad. Preservation of artifacts whether they are big or small,  safeguards that history for future 

generations.  

Three examples of historic documents from the Simpson RR records that are being preserved by the PRLM.  

#1 previous page:  A Simpson RR switch list from March 23 2001 (now 20 years old) showing the days switching 

duties and the crew responsible to see that it gets done.  This days switching; happens to involve engine 900.   

#2 previous page: A cor respondence with EMD in October  1991 (now 30 years old) 

#3 this page: A correspondence to the company hired to redeck the famous Vance creek br idge in may 1984 

( 37 years ago).  

Archive Project  continued  
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Horn Honk Event Review  By Nick N 

 On January 21st, 2021, The Simpson Railroad held a Horn Honk/Photo Freight run. This 

was a unique opportunity for all rail fans: Train horn collectors could pay to have their personal 

horns mounted and blown aboard a 65-year-old logging engine, while photographers and videog-

raphers had the opportunity to document vintage Simpson equipment on the move for the first 

time since 2018. Our train consisted of Engine #1200, one of our fire tankers, Side-Dump Sally 

and Caboose #201. We honked around 30 horns, ranging from a Burlington Northern RS3K to a 

Frisco S5T-R, Nathan M5s, Amtrak K5LAs and many more! We 

received lots of support from those in attendance, and we hope to 

hold another similar event soon!   

Editors note: This event was organized and run by Nick N. 

Nick is one of our younger volunteers at just 18 years of age. 

Having Nick plan and organize an event like this one is one way 

we are getting a younger generation fully involved in railroad 

preservation.  We of-

fer volunteer opportu-

nities for everyone no 

matter your age or 

ability or experience.   

 

Right: Nick and Tom change horns out on 

the 1200. One of many times these two climbed 

up onto the top of the engine.  

Below: Our equipment transfer  stopped for  

a photos at one of the ponds in the Sortyard.  
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 With our limited public operations ongoing, and our full scale start 

up looking to become a reality in 2021,  also comes increased interest in 

our efforts.  Recently Heritage Rail Alliance ( an online heritage rail news 

and information outlet) ran an article about our efforts to preserve and re-

start the Simpson Railroad as a heritage attraction. To see this article go to  

- https://heritagerail.org/2021/01/starting-up-the-simpson-railroad. We would like thank them for 

thier help in spreading the word of our efforts beyond the northwest heritage and railroad community.  

Articles about the Simpson:  

 our efforts are getting noticed   

AAA travel Blog  

Right on the heels of the HRA     

article comes a photo and mention 

in the AAA magazine blog geta-

ways. Go to the link below (copy 

and paste into your browser) to see 

for yourself.  

https://blog.wa.aaa.com/

travel/getaways/northwest-

scenic-train-rides-and-

museums 
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Community Partnership  

    During our Simpson Santa Special we set up a food collection and donation station. During our 

4 days of operation we collected 80lbs of food and $1000 dollars in cash donations Those dona-

tions had come directly from our visitors. It all went to the Montesano Food Bank (a NW Harvest 

supported food bank). They were extremely 

grateful, almost tearful & speechless, for all the 

donations our visitors had contributed. This is 

one way we are striving to be a good communi-

ty partner as we develop our new museum.  

In the news 

Right: Montesano food banks volun-

teers show off the donations from our 

Santa Special.  

Work parties 
  Saturday, March 13th, 10am there will be a special scheduled work party to fill Easter eggs 

and prepare for our Easter Bunny Special. Location is caboose 201 at our Stillwater Industrial 

park maintenance location. 

 Regular work parties are held every Sunday, starting roughly 10am at our Stillwater Indus-

trial park maintenance location. These work parties have been generally focusing on coach 1212, 

as well as other needed equipment maintenance, as well as additional  whatever tasks that always 

need to get done.  
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Historic photo for March 

 Our historic photo for March comes again from veteran Simpson engineer Pete Replinger. 

Here is engine #1200 in its original orange livery out on the dock at the Shelton mill in 1959.  
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Please help preserve a part of Shelton's heritage by considering a donation  or membership to the 

PRLM at  simpsonrailroad.org /Donate or membership   Paypal enabled 

Or send it to the following with the form below  to:     Peninsular Railway and Lumberman’s Museum   

                                                                                  P.O. Box 1333  Shelton Washington 98584 

Membership   $25 per year                   

Donation  

          $25     $50     $75     $100           Other ________       

 

All donations are tax deductible     Peninsular Railway and Lumbermen’s Museum is a registered non-

profit 501(c)3 Organization dedicated to preserving and interpreting the rich railroad and logging history of 

the Olympic Peninsula of Washington State.  

 

Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________ 

E-Mail:______________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________  State: ______________    ZIP: __________ 

 

PRLM Officers, Directors & Board 

Members                          

Officers:  

President Josh Kaivo (360)-589-9201  

Vice President: Cory Wheeler: (253)-389-1608 

Treasurer: Kevin Kesterson  

Secretary Les Bagley (360)-908-1734  

Board Members:  

Peter Replinger (360)-426-8386 

Mike Huntzinger 

Dale Campbell: (253)-224-8834 

 

Newsletter Staff  

Editor: Dale Campbell 

Distribution/Editor :  

Historic photos and information: Pete Replinger 

For submission/email address: contact@simpsonrailroad.org 

  

Submission and publication policy: Submissions should be concen-

trated on logging and railroading on and around the Olympic Penin-

sula and PRLM activities and information in particular. All submis-

sions should be positive in nature and reflect  the values of the PRLM 

and the community's  for which we serve.  We reserve the right to we 

reserve the right to edit as needed or withhold any submitted articles 

which do not meet these requirements or are deemed inappropriate 

for this publication.  


